
 
[2003 ARBA Convention: BIS/BOB and BOS Tans. Bred and 
shown by: Joe Kim] 

Basic Facts: 

We hope that the following basic facts give you 
some insight into the breed. Please see the 
ATRSC website (http://www.atrsc.org) for 
articles and other information. 

• Tans are a small breed of rabbit with a 
mature weight range of 4-6lbs. Most 
competitive show Tans are closer to the 
lower end of the weight range. 

• They require little feed (on average, a half 
cup a day). Fresh grass hay can be free fed. 

• Tans come in four varieties (colors): black, 
blue, chocolate and lilac. Tans are known for 
their rich and fiery tan factor.  

• 18” X 24” or 24” X 24” cages are typical for 
juniors and seniors not in production. 
Larger cages are needed for does with 
litters. 

• Tans have a snappy flyback coat. Only two 
breeds have this type of coat. The hair shaft 
has a smaller diameter. 

 

  

Join Today! 
 
NEW 
☐ Single - $13 
☐ Husband/Wife - $17 
☐ Youth - $10 
☐ Family - $20 
 
REWEWAL 
☐ Single - $8 
☐ Husband/Wife - $12 
☐ Youth - $5 
☐ Family - $15 
 
LIFETIME 
☐ $75/person 
 

Name(s): _________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________ 

City/State/Zip: ___________________________  

Phone Number: __________________________ 

Email Address: ___________________________ 

 

I would like to receive the newsletter: 

☐ By E-mail (email address must be provided 

above) or ☐ By Postal Mail 

Youth DOB(s): ___________________________ 

Who recommended membership? 

___________________________ 

 

______ 

__________________________________________ 

 

 AMERICAN TAN RABBIT 
SPECIALTY CLUB 
Paula Schutz 
Secretary/Treasurer 
105 Ulsterville Road 
Pine Bush, NY 12566 

  

  

 

 
 

AMERICAN 
TAN RABBIT 
SPECIALTY 
CLUB 
ELEGANT, SLEEK, 
BEAUTIFUL, INTELLIGENT, 
FRIENDLY, ENGAGING AND 
SO MUCH MORE. 

 

 



WHY TANS? 

Beauty and Brains 

Tans are a full arch rabbit that is evaluated by 
being allowed to move freely on the judging 
table. Of the 46 breeds currently recognized by 
the American Rabbit Breeders Association 
(ARBA), only four breeds are evaluated this 
way. Of those four breeds, the Tan is the 
oddball of the group. Tans are shorter in body 
and have completely different markings than 
the other “running breeds.”  

A prime Tan has a sleek coat with a lot of luster. 
They are very striking rabbits and it is not 
uncommon for their owners to be approached at 
shows by inviduals who are amazed by their 
beauty.  

 

[ARBA Judge, Travis Finkle, judging at the 2012 National Tan 
Show. Photo Credit: Bethany Heavilin] 

Not only are Tans beautiful rabbits, but they 
have plenty of personality as well.  Tans are 
very active and always on the go. While Tans 
are a bit high strung, they are not at all 
aggressive. In fact, quite the opposite is true. 
Tans are extremely loving and friendly. They 
are also incredibly intelligent.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Beautiful show rabbits. Great 
hoppers. Fantastic pets. 

Tans are a wonderful multi-use rabbit. The 
visual appeal and engaging personality of a Tan 
means that they demand attention at shows. 
They are very easy to care for. They take up 
minimal space and eat little food.  They require 
little to no grooming. While exercise can help 
with confidence, Tans do not need to be 
“trained” for shows. Their willingness to move 
and show off is innate.  

Aristocrat of the Fancy 

Tans are relatively easy to raise. Their litters are 
of a moderate size (usually 4-6) and they do not 
produce “mismarked” offspring. With very few 
exceptions, most Tans in a litter will be able to 
be shown at an ARBA competition. 

As competitions such as rabbit agility and 
rabbit hopping become more common, 
participants are always on the look out for 
breeds that suit those hobbies well. Their long 
limb, graceful bodies, intelligence and attitude 
make the Tan a great choice for training. 

Tans are also fantastic pets for those who 
understand they are not a “cuddly” breed of 
rabbit. Owners have been known to introduce 
Tans to not only other rabbits, but other animals 
as well (please, only do so with supervision!). 
Tans are very friendly and love attention.  

  

 

[L-R: Madison and Shelby Heavilin, 2012 National Tan Show 
Princess and Duchess. Photo Credit: Bethany Heavilin} 

Amazing community 

The American Tan Rabbit Specialty Club 
(ATRSC) is comprised of many wonderful 
people. When choosing a breed, club dynamics 
are important. Tan breeders are like an 
extended family.  

The ATRSC hosts an annual national show each 
spring. Tan breeders from all over the country 
gather to compete to determine who has the 
best Tan in the country. In the fall, many Tan 
breeders attend the ARBA National 
Convention. The ATRSC hosts an auction, a 
banquet and an annual meeting at this show. 

Dedication to youth is important to the ATRSC. 
Recent national shows have included youth 
royalty and educational contests. Youth are 
welcomed and valued in the ATRSC. 

Additionally, the club has an educational 
scholarship that is available to young and old 
alike to help with the costs of higher education. 
Membership is the ATRSC is required. Please 
see http://www.atrsc.org for more details. 

 


